PENCH MAHARASHTRA
MAY 2016

Team: Anoop Awasthii Asst Director
Mandar Pingle Conservation Officer
Bandu Uikey, Dilip Lanjewai Field Assistants

Highlights

Y One Jan Van Samiti faned by Bandu Uikey along with Fest
Department staff in Saangi village of Saleghat Range

Y Four shramdhaarsto clean waterholsat Sawara, Tugpar hut, Khapa
and Salai

Y Oneshramdhaanto repair waterhole in Bodkimatta in West Pench
Range

Y Oneshramdhaanto construct water hole at Khapa

Y Bandu Uikey organized threeainonstration for use of litmus papéeo
test water quality in waterholes

Y One antiplastic programme in the buffer zone area of Pench Tiger
Reserve at Ghoti

Y Field assistant Bandu Uikeynd Dilip Lanjewar joined Forest
Department staff on antpoaching patols twiceeach

Y Dilip organised six nature trails in Ghoti, Pipariya, Sillari, Sawara,
Kadbikheda and Wagholivhile Bandu organized two nature trails in
Ghatpendhari and Salai

Y Celebrated International Migratory Bird Day on 14 May at Pipariya
Lake

Y Celebraed International Biodiversity Day 2016 at Satpuda Foundation
Center in Pipariya along with 23 farmers from Salai, Pipariya, Ghoti
and Wagholiand in Ghatpendhari along with 18 villagers

Y Organized Gmedical camps at whit 134 patients were treated

Y Assisted3 youths from Ghoti to get employment with Forest Department
and 1 youth placed from Ghatpendhari with forest department

Conservation work

S.no. | Date Village / Place Activity Participants

1. | May 31 | Sawangi Assisted in formation of Jan 54
Van Samiti

2. | May 20 | Khapa Checkdam construction 15

3. | May 10 | Sawara Waterhole construction 10

4. | May 20 | Khapa Waterhole cleaning 15

5. | May 29 | Salai Waterhole cleaning 4

6. | May 18 | West Pench Waterhole repair and cleanin 5

Bodkimatta

7. | May 6 | Ghatkukda Waterhole checking andmus 9

paper demo




8. | May 25 | Ghatpendari Waterhole checking and litmy 4
Sitanahani paper demo

9. | May 28 | SalatMarkadoh Waterhole checking and litmy 3
paper demo

10| May 8 | Datizira VEDC patrolling 5

11| May 15 | Khapa VEDC patrolling 6

12| May 13 | West PenciKarudoh | VEDC patrolling 6

13| May 29 | Wagholi VEDC patrolling 5

14| May 6 | Pipariya Nature Trail 12

15/ May 7 | Ghoti Nature Trail 14

16, May 8 | Sillari Nature Trail 15

17| May 18 | Sawara Nature Trail 10

18| May 28 | Kadbikheda Nature Trail 13

19, May 29 | Wagholi Nature Trail 12

20| May 28 | Salai Nature Trail 10

21| May 31 | Ghatpendhari Nature Trail 14

22| May 26 | Ghoti Anti-plastic campaign 12

23| May 14 | Pipariya Lake Interrational Migratory Bird 17
Day 2016; Nature Trall

24| May 22 | Ghatpendhari Celebration: International 18
Biodiversity Day 2016

25| May 22 | Pipariya InternationaBiodiversity Day 23
2016; Meeting with farmers

26| May 21 | West Pench Machan Census 2016

Sitanahani machan
Conservation

On May 31, Bandu Uikey assistéarest Departmentofficials in setting upJan Van
Samiti in Sawangi Mage of Saleghat rangeVillage EccDevelopment Committee
(VEDC) President Mr Pandhram and Fore§&uards Mr Ghasle and MrRathod were
present during the meeting with villagers. Bandu Ujkegng with theofficials read and
explained the GR regardirige Jan VarYojanato 50 villagers who attended the meeting.
Various issues regarding the nature of work that can be accomplished undejaha
were discussed. The committee was formed with the unanicomsenof the villagers.

On May 20, Dilip Lanjevar led 15 Miagers from Khapan a voluntary programmo
build acheckdam During the summer season, there is severe scaforater inside the
forest areaThis checkdam will helpretainwater and thugnsure clean water supply for
the wild animalsSatpuda Foundatioencourages villagers to take up the responsibility to
assistForestDepartment staff wittcheckdam constructiorvia shramdhaan. A similar
programme wasorganized on May 28y Bandu Uikey in West Pench Randevillagers
from Salai volinteered in the shrarndan.



Dilip and team of villagers pose next to the check dam

On May 20 Dilip Lanjewar led@villagers fromSawaravillage in a programmeo dig a
waterhole 0.5 km away from thdlage inside the forest area. ishwill be useful towild
animals like wild boar, sambar deer, chital deer, leopards, tigers during the summer.
During this season, these wild animals venture near lageiin search of water and this

can lead to maanimal conflict. By constructing a waterhole away from the village and
inside the forest areajllagers aim to preventhese wild animalgrom venturingnear
human habitation and thus help prevent man ahaonflict.

In West Pench, Bandu Uikey helpé&@rest Department staff to repair aexisting
artificial waterhole in Bodkimatta forest area with the help of 5 volunteers from
Ghatpendhari village on May 18.
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Dilip and villagers from Sawara catruct a waterhole (left); Bandu assists Forest
Department staff in repairing a waterhole (right)

On May 6, Bandu Uikey demonstrated the use of litmus paper to check the water quality
in waterholes to 9 staff of ForestDepartment in Ghatkukda area of We&tnch Range.
Bandu explainetiow to use litmus paper to identify cases of waterhole poisoBiagdu

again organized such demonstrations at Ghatpendhari on May 25doestDepartment

staff members and at Markad(alai) on May 28 for 3 staff membeespectively.
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Bandu explains use of litmus pper to forest department staff

Satpuda Foundation encourages villagers to patrol fores reaatheir villages to keep

a check on any illegal activity in these areas and thus protect the forests. Bleylied

6 villagers on patrol in Karudoh region of West Pench Range on May 13 and 5 villagers
in Datizira area on May 8. Dilip Lanjewar also led 6 villagers from Khapa on a forest
patrol on May 15 and then 5 villagers from Wagholi on May 29. No illegaites

were observed during these foot patrols.
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DiIi Ieading viIIagers ofhapa (left) and Bandu with Forest epatment staff on patrol

On May 8, Dilip Lanjevar arranged a nature tail fahildren of Sillari in the forest
adjoining the vilage During the nature trail, Dilip introduced tlehildren tomany plant

and tree species. He also helped them to spot birds like flame back woodpecker,
coppersmith barbet, parakeets, drongo, orange headed thrush etbildtenwere able

to spot manymallanimals like plm squirrel, langurs, monitor lizard etc. Dilip provided
detailed information about these birds and animals and urged children to sprodeict

them and the habitat.

Similar nature trails were organized by Dilip on five moreasions in Pipariya, Sawara,
Kadbikheda, Wagholi and Ghoti villages on May 6, 18, 28, 29 and 7 respectively.

Bandu Uikey organized two such nature trails in Ghatpendhari and Salai villages of West
Range of Pench Tiger Reserve on May 28 and 29 respgctivel
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Nature trail and information sessions Sillari (tbp) and Amaltas Nature
(bottom)

On May 21 Dilip led 9childrenfrom Ghotiin a programmeo removeplasticlitter and
help keep the village plastic free. Ghuiilage lies in the ecsensitive buffer zone of
Pench Tiger Reserve and is ageeld a plastic free zoné/hile removing littedike plastic
bottles, wrappers etc. with the help of villagaldren, Dilip made people aware about
thehazard of plastic wastén the Eco Sensitive Zone of Pench Tiger Reserve which is a
importanttiger habitat.

-

Children collect plasc litter during anfplastic campaign in Ghoti

On May 3, Bandu Uikey who is alsmemberof Pench TigerConservatiorFoundation
attended a meetingn iMumbai, Maharashtra. The meeting was presided by Minister of
State for ForestdMr. Sudhir Mungantiwarwhile senior staff members of tHeorest
Department for Pench Tiger Resernwere also presentDuring the meetingissues
pertaining to the status of riationing of VEDCs and conservation activities being
undertaken were discussed.



Bandu Uikey at meeting organized by Pench Tiger Conservation Foundation in Mumbai

On May 14 we celebratd International Migratory Bird By. Ourfield assistanDilip led

13 children from Pipariya village on a birdiatching nature trail near Pipariya Lake.
Pipariya Lake is hme to manymigratory birds like Ruddy Shelduckspot billedDuck,
Storks, etcDilip explaired that water bodies lik€ipariya Lake and nearby forestear
are important habitats for thesaigratory birds. He also explained the importance of
conservation of these habitats to theldren Duringthetrail, they spotted various birds
like Sandpiper, Pintail duckessemwhistling Duck, Honey buzzard etc

A : .'t”/*.;\.'z";:;
ids during a

\ ~ar':~;, 3 . -'ﬂ‘ /
eading out to k
information session on a nature trail

On May 22,the Foundatiorcelebrated International Biodiversity Day 2016 East

Range, Conservation Officer Mandar Rmgand field assistantDilip addressed 23

farmers from Salai, Ghoti, Pipariya and Wagholi about importance of conservation of
biodiversity. Mandar and Dilip urged farmers to shun use of chemical fertilizers and to

adopt organic farming practices. They alsovpted information on various schemes and

training programmegertaining to organic farmingun by National Center for Organic

Far mi ng. During the discussion, diseussed ar mer s
threadbareA similar progra€mmewas organize by Bandu Uikey in Ghatpendhari village

which was attended by 18 farmers from nearby villages.



| £ /A \ £ = 2 B e e
Mandar and Dilip address farmers on organic farming (left); Bandu interacting with
forest department staff and farmers (right)

Environment Educaton
There were no classroom programmes as schools were shut for the annual summer
holiday.

IT Education Programme

Satpuda Foundation has been running a programme to introduce computers to children
living in the remote villages adjoining Pench TigersBee in both Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. The Foundation has installed computers in 3 villages and hired a local
trainer to impart computer skills to the children. In Maharashtra, this programme is being
implemented in Sawayavith computers providedytus.

Ishwar Dhawale teachinghildrenthe use of M®owerPoint(left); Childrenlearn to use
computers and laptops during an IT education session in Sawara (right)

Employment Cell

S.n | Date | Name Village Age Qual | Earning Job type
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