SATPUDA

& iz

FOUNDATION

SATPUDA FOUNDATION
Monthly Report i May 2020
Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra

Team:

Mandar Pinglé Conservation Officer

Bandu Uikeyi Assistant conservation Officer
Dilip Lanjewari Field assistant

Balkrishna Bagmaré Field assistant

Highlights
1 AssistedL villager tofile claim for compensation for cattle ki#dbyleopard
1 Assisted 1 villager tdile claim for compensation for cattle injured in attack by tiger

1 Assisted-orestDepartment staff in8 forest patrols members of village eco
development committees amlimary Responsel eams from Khapa, Ghoti,
Ghatpendarj Narhar and Suwardhara villageparticipated

Sr no Date Activity Village/Place Participants
1. 06/05/2020 Foot patrol Hattigota, 04
Datizira
2. 10/05/2020 Filing of Ghatpendari
compensation
claim for cattle
injured in tiger
attack
3. 10/05/2020 Foot patrol Ghatpendari 04
4, 14/05/2020 Foot patrol Khapa 05
5. 15/02/2020 Filing of Zinzeriya
compensation
claim for cattle
kill
6. 17/05/2020 Footpatrol Salai tola, MP 04
border,
Ghatpendari




7. 24/05/2020 Foot patrol Ghoti (Lahan) 06
8. 25/05/2020 Inspection of Bridge on NH
location of 249 near
leopard road kill | Naikund village
9. 27/05/2020 Foot patrol Narhar beat 04
10. | 29/05/2020 Foot patrol Suwardhara lake| 04
11. | 30/05/2020 Foot patrol Bodkimatta, 10
Jamun nallah,
MP border
Activity

On 6 May, a foot patrol was conductedHattigota and Datizira areas of west range of Pench
Tiger Reserve. This is the same area where a huwvaarkill ed by wildlife in April this year.
During the patrol, water bodies such as streamslets ponds and artificial waterholes were
inspected. The team searched foriiadi signs of wildlife along the forest roads, claw marks on
tree trunks, etc. They also checked for signs of human intrusion theitteest so as to prevent
any illegal activity and humawildlife conflict. Our colleagueBandu Uikey assisteétorest
Guad V.R. Mehar and two seasonal laborgrghe patrol. The team started the patrol at 9.30
am. and traversed &m till 12.45p.m. Following the patrolIBandu met Rang€&orestOfficer
(RFO) Ms Telang atkolitmarato share observatiorabout thepatrol andto discuss the next

patrolling plan.
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Bandu Uikeyalong with
(left), patrol team checking tiger pugmarks during patrol (right)

ForestDéprtment staff start patrol ffom”prbtection hut in Datizira




trunks (right)

On 10 May, at around 15:30, a calf was attacked and injurediggr near Markadhari Nalla in
aforest patch adjoinin@hatpendarvillage. This region is a part of WesaRge of Pench Tiger
Reserve. Theattle owner, Mr Dukdu Uikey, informeaur colleagueBandu that his wife had

taken their cattle for drinking water when a tiger attadkectattle. The incident took place in a

farm on thefringe of theforest. Due tdhefrenzy, she could not clearly identify whether it veas

male or female tiger that attacked. She ensured her safetyAficslf was injuredout managed

to save itself from the tigés clutches. The tiger made a run towards the forest thakdriled

attempt. ForesGuard Mr S.D.Bele immediately reached the spot and registered the case. First
aid was provided to the calf as advised by the veterinary doctor. RFO Ms Telang has also spoken
and assured Mr Dukdu Uikey of speedy and appropriate compengatithe treatment. Bandu

Uikey and RFO have urged the villagers to infdforestDepartment about such incidesrand

not to resort to any retaliation. Tiger movement in this region has increased in the past few
months and a human killas recorded oh3 April whena person from the village was mauled to
death bya tiger when he weninto the forest to collectnahua flowers. Villagers have been
repeatedhalerted and warneoly ForestDepartment staff and our staifbt to enter forest areas in

order to avoidany conflict with wildlife, especially during the COVIDO lockdown.
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D“kdu Uikyﬁs Wife next to thé injred cal f

On 14 May, under the guidance of Satpuda Foundation &afifiembers of Village Eco
Development Committee (VEDC) and Primary Response Team (P Khapa assisted
ForestDepartment staff ira forest patrol. During the COVIR9 pandemic, forest protection



firefighting, prevention of humawildlife conflict has becomea priority for the Forest
Department.As the COVID 19 pandemic has reduced the availabilityeofiporaryseasonal
employeesthis has become a challeng@rtunately, he members of VED€and PRTs have

taken upthe challenge to protect their forests avittilife. These teams ateslpingforest guards

keep a check on poaching. During the patrols, they ensure that water holes are not poisoned or
left unclean. They also check for snace®lectic wires thatare used irpoaching. These teams
assistin tackling any friction with villagersthat might arise in cas@f humanwildlife conflict.

These villagers are now assistiRgrestDepartment staff inhe compensation process for cattle

kills. During the summer season, these teams are also teaalysist in fighting forest fires.

There have been no cases of major forest fires in Fentdrthis year.
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Dilip along with members of EDC and PRT from th ssiﬁmgstéuard Mr Panchbhai
during forest patrol

Onthe night of & May, a leopard attacked and killed two goats belonging to Mr Jhamlya Uikey
of Zinzeriya village of Paoni Unified Control buffarea. The leopard, suspected to be an adult
male, attacked the goats insideshed and draggedut the male goat while leaving traéead
female goat behind. Whesur team wasnformedon the morning of 15 May our field assistant
Dilip Lanjewar reached thepot along withForestGuard Ms Bhelavevho recorded the case.
Dilip explainedthe compensation procets Mr Uikey and asked him not toy to harm the
leopard. Dilip along withForestDepartment staffpatrolled the area and found pugmarks of a
leopard. Theeamalso found pugmarks and scat of a tiger in the region. They also observed that
women from the village were using this same area for collection of charoli fruits. Dilip and
ForestGuard Bhelave larted the women to avoid this area in order to avoid any conflict with
either leopard or tiger. Earli¢his year a woman from Zinzeriya was injuredaneopard attack
Members of Primary Response Team (PRT) have bskedto create awareness amondst t
villagers. Regular monitoring has been planned indhésand RFO Mr Modwan along with his
staff is keeping a close eye on the situation.



Dilip and forest guard Ms Bhelave check tracks made by leopard while dragging the goat kill

On 17 May, foot paols were carried out ia forest patch near Salai tola, Thgmani Camp and
Ghatpendarunder west range of Pench Tiger Reserve. A tiger had attacked a calf in thisearea
previousweek and the tiger waseenmoving aroundin the area. Foredbepartmentstaff had
intensified patrolling and camera traps were also installed in the area. During thetipatiedm
inspected wells and natural water sources near the foresifTaréeam also took assistande o
ForestDepartment staff fronadjoiningMadhya PradesftMP). The MP staff exchanged details
of tiger movemenionthe MP side with our teankrorestGuard V.R.Belle, our colleagueBandu
Uikey and2 seasonal labourers participatedhe patrol whictstarted at 8.3@.m. and lasted till
11.45a.m. covering a distance of 5 km.

Bandu Uikeyalong withForestDepartment staff at the protection hut at the stathefpatrol
(left), and inspecting water hole (right)



Patrol team inspctinga small pﬂdft) and alertln ilgersengagje in minor forest
produce collectionaboutmovement of tiger in the area (right)

On 24th May, the members of Primary Response Team (PRT) from Ghoti (Lahan) participated
in a foot patrolwith the ForestDepartment staffo inspect electrical transmission lines, water
holesand forest The team did not come acrasigns of anysuspicious activity. PRT members
Maroti Baban Salaam, Ranjit Deepak Chafle, Vishal Yuvraj Rohankar and Pankaj Sheshrao
Bhandariparticipated in thepatrol. Our colleagu®ilip Lanjewar ceordinated with thd~orest
Department staff and PRT memberplanningand execuing the patrol.

Dilip and members of PRT from Ghoti (Lahan) patrolling forest near their village

Late on thenight d 24 May, our staff receivedews that deopardhad beerkilled on a bridge

over Pench riveon state highway SH249 neasikund village. Bandu Uikey visited the spot on

the morning of 25 May and inspected the spot. The local villagers claimed that faedesas

hit by a speeding truck and died on the spot. Bandu observed that the leopard was frequenting the
area under the bridgpossiblyin search of food from waste disposed under the bridge.



